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General Election for Council 2-Year Seat

The Town of Prescott Valley recently conducted an election for Mayor, 3 council seats, and 2 propositions.
Mayor Harvey Skoog was re-elected
and Stephen Marshall & Michael
Whiting were elected to four-year
council terms. The Home Rule and
General Plan 2025 propositions both
passed.
Because none of the 3 candidates
running for one “2-Year” seat garnered
at least 50% of the vote, the Town will
hold a runoff for the top two vote getters in a general election to be held on
May 21st. Martin Grossman will face
off against Matt Zurcher.
This will again be an all mail ballot election. Voters can anticipate re-

ceiving their ballots approximately 3
weeks before the election date, or the
first week of May.
Ballots must be received by the
Yavapai County Elections Department by May 21st at 7pm.
Please be sure to exercise your
constitutional right to vote! We hope
to do better than the 34% turnout we
had for the primary election.

Grossman

Zurcher

Walmart Pulls Construction Permit
The general contractor for
Walmart has pulled a construction
permit for the new Prescott Valley
store.
The store will be located on Glassford Hill Road just north of Kohls.
Look for construction to begin soon
and for the store to be open in April,
2014.
The Town Council rezoned this
site for commercial uses way back in
July of 2006. However, the rezoning
was referred to the ballot for confirmation.

In March of 2007, Prescott Valley
voters upheld the commercial rezoning by a 66% to 34% margin.
A lawsuit further delayed the
project, but in March of 2008, a judge
ruled in favor of the Town and dismissed it.
By that time, the Great Recession
had hit and most retailers, including
Walmart, scaled back their expansion
plans. Every year Walmart would inform the Town that it was postponing
the store by another year. Every year,
that is, except this year.

Clean-Up Day

The Town encourages you to
bring your “collectibles” to the annual Spring Clean Up Day on Saturday, May 4 from 8am - 4pm.
Look for inserts in this month’s
utility bills for accepted/prohibited
items and for the fee schedule.
If you are disabled and have a
placard, the PV Early Bird Lion’s
Club will make a “house call” and
pick up your debris. Call 759-3070
one week before the event to make
a reservation for this service, as it is
limited to the first 25 residents.
The Clean Up Day will coincide
with the PV Chamber’s sponsored
Team Up to Clean Up event. The
Chamber provides trash bags & tshirts. For more information, call
the Chamber at 772-8857.
With no property tax in place,
the Town is highly dependent upon
sales tax. This store will help prevent
“sales tax leakage” and keep tax dollars within the community, helping
the town to maintain parks, staff the
police department, and provide other
critical needs.
As always, we encourage you to
“shop local”, whether that be at the
local ma & pa stores or the chains that
are increasingly becoming interested
in Prescott Valley.

How Much Do We Owe?
During the most recent session
of the Citizen’s Academy, it was
suggested by participants that
we provide more detailed
information on various
subjects effecting
our Town.
Consider this
the first in a series of
Question & Answer topics.

be going the opposite direction
from the federal government.
This fiscal year, we will further
reduce our debt by making routine payments and will continue
to monitor the marketplace for potential refinancing opportunities to
lower interest rates.
Sometimes debt issuances are
needed
for large projects, but the
Wastewater
Treatment
Plant Town has not issued any new debt
Just how much debt does the
construction & expansion and water for new projects since 2007. The
Town have?
system improvements, including Town is currently cash funding all
At the beginning of this fiscal water lines & wells. These loans are new road construction projects, inyear, the Town had an overall debt of repaid through water & wastewater cluding the last Robert Road project
$94.2 million, consisting of $72 mil- rates and capacity fees on new and the current Long Look/Viewlion in principal & $22.2 in interest. construction.
point intersection improvements.
This can be divided into two main
How does our debt compare to
Are we drowning in debt?
categories: Governmental Funds
debt in other municipalities?
($58.6 million) and Enterprise Funds
Consider this...five years ago
($35.6 million).
Based on a 2008 Securities Inthe Town had an overall debt of
The Governmental Funds in- $132.7 million, meaning that over the dustry & Financial Markets Assoclude debt issuances for street im- past five years, during the recession, ciation study, Arizona municipalities
provements, Civic Center & Library we have reduced our overall debt by had an average debt per capita of
construction, Big Chino Water Ranch 29%, or $38.5 million. The debt per $8,050. We are currently about 30%
purchase, and special assessments to capita has been reduced from $3,405 of that average. Other states around
complete the sewer/street program. per person to $2,417 per person.
us have municipal debt averages as
These loans are paid back by the
This reduction was accom- follows:
Town’s general fund, water resource plished by making regular payments,
California - $12,330
fees, & impact fees.
refinancing obligations to lower inNevada - $10,880
The Enterprise Funds include terest rates, and actually paying off
Utah - $7,840
debt issuances for the Advanced early some obligations. We seem to
Colorado - $11,500
New Mexico - $8,070
		 The Town has been hit just
as hard or harder than others during the “Great Recession”, but
we have taken steps to reduce our
debt and enhance our long-term
financial viability.
		 Since the Town does not
have a property tax, we will continue to recruit industry and sales
tax generating businesses through
our partnership with the Prescott
Valley Economic Development
Foundation and Prescott Valley
Chamber of Commerce.
The Town News is available for viewing in color on the Town’s website at www.pvaz.net/Index.aspx?page=337.

