Prescott Valley
Town News
March
2018

40th Anniversary Arbor Day celebration is April 27
You won’t want to miss out on this
year’s annual Prescott Valley Arbor
Day celebration.
On Friday, April 27, from 10 a.m.
to noon, Town officials, guests, and
schoolchildren will gather at Bob Edwards Park to not only mark Arbor
Day but to plant a special 40th Anniversary tree.
The event will also offer various educational children’s activities to help
them learn the importance of planting
and caring for the community’s trees.
The first 500 people to attend will
receive a free tree sapling to take home
and plant. Some of the Arbor Day saplings from years past are now large
trees in longtime residents’ yards. Be
sure to come and get a sapling and invest in the future of this designated
Tree City USA community.

PV Volunteers in Policing give more than 13,200 hours in 2017
Town of Prescott Valley volunteers give back to their community
in a big way, both by helping the
departments run smoothly, and by
providing services that Town departments do not have budget resources to provide.
This giving spirit was greatly apparent during 2017 in the Prescott
Valley Police Department. During
the year, Volunteers in Policing
gave 13,206 total hours, nearly
5,000 more hours than in 2016.
Eleven are President’s Volunteer
Service Bronze Award winners with
100-249 hours volunteered; 12 are
Silver Award winners with 250499 hours given; and nine are Gold
Award winners with more than 500
hours given during the year.
Additionally, three VIPs have
achieved Lifetime Award Status,
with 4,000 or more hours volun-
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teered. They
are
Dave
Kyburz with
5,713; Dave
Dempski
with 5,745;
and Sherwin
White with
4,196.
Prescott
Valley Volunteers
in Dave Demski
Dave Kyburz
Sherwin White
Policing
ing! You are appreciated more than
work in every area of the department – patrol, records, Family Vi- you know!
The Prescott Valley Police Deolence Unit, fingerprinting, SWAT,
partment
can always use more
CIS Cold Case, Library, adminisskilled
volunteers!
tration, backgrounds, evidence and
If you would like information
mail runs, public events and more.
about
becoming a Volunteer in PoTheir work enables officers to spend
licing,
visit our website at www.
their time out in the community in
pvaz.net
or call Volunteer Central at
critical policing duties. Thank you
928-759-3123.
Prescott Valley Volunteers in Polic-
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Domestic rats, goldfish, plecos: none belong in local parks
Two challenges are sure to give
those who are responsible for local
parks, waterways and open spaces
big headaches.
Open space and parks officials
fight constantly to keep non-native
plants out of natural areas. Siberian
Elm and Tamarisk are examples of
non-native species that encroach on
watersheds and waterways such as
the Verde River.
In Prescott Valley, non-native or
domestic animals have caused real
problems in local parks. Parks &
Rec employees have spent more
than two years working to eradicate a quickly expanding rat problem caused by a resident releasing
domestic rats at the Urban Forest
below Mountain Valley Park. Not
only can these rats cause sanitation
and disease problems, but they also
draw wildlife such as snakes.
This winter, Parks & Rec em-

ployees fished two more than 13inch Plecostamus out of the Urban
Lakes. The fish, also discarded by a
resident, would have died as the waters were too cold to support them.
The Urban Lakes also are home to
large goldfish and Koi that have
been discarded. These non-native
fish eat plant life and other food that
is needed for wildlife, and cause unsanitary conditions at the lakes.
The PV Parks & Rec Department
asks that residents please do not release wildlife in local parks or waterways, and do not feed wildlife.
Prescott Valley has an abundance
of wild animals and birds. Please
protect them and enjoy observing
them in their natural habitat.
If you have questions about local
wildlife or see something that needs
attention in our parks or lakes, The large Plecostamus were rehomed after Parks &
please call Parks & Recreation at Rec fished them out of the Urban Lakes below Mountain
Valley Park in February.
928-759-3090.

Animal Control brings dog safety program to schoolchildren

Lt. Scott Stebbins, along with Prescott Valley Police officers and
Animal Control officers, recently introduced a pilot program to
teach school children about safe conduct around dogs to Granville

Prescott Valley Animal Control and
Police officers recently introduced a pilot
dog safety program to four Granville Elementary third grade classes.
Animal Control Supervisor James
Risinger said he chose third graders to
participate because they are old enough
to understand the lessons and young
enough that the program will help to protect them around dogs into their future
years.
The lessons focused on teaching the
children how to understand dogs’ body
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Elementary third graders. The children enjoyed the program and
demonstrated they learned the lessons in the two-part series. The
kids also received a coloring book to take home from the program.

language before approaching them, proper etiquette such as asking the owner if
it’s OK to pet the animal, how to properly approach and greet a dog on a leash,
while it’s eating or sleeping, and how
to protect themselves if a loose dog approaches them.
In the second class, Animal Control
Officer Evelyn Whittaker brought in her
therapy dog, a formerly abused animal
that she rescued, and the children were
able to use the lessons they learned as
they approached and petted the dog.

“Every child that was there was able to
use the safety techniques we taught them,
and then ask questions. It was a great success,” said Risinger.
Risinger thanked Lt. Scott Stebbins,
AC Officers Whittaker and Tim Yogurst,
Police Officers Justin Scarbrough and
Cameron Kinsey, and Granville Elementary for their participation in the program.
Risinger said the program is under review by the schools now, and he hopes
to expand it into more schools in the next
budget year.
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Parks & Rec Roundup
Apply now for summer jobs
at Mountain Valley Splash!
Open positions include lifeguard
and office staff. Apply online at
pvaz.net and then come to open interviews April 6th from 3-5 p.m. or
April 7th from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
Mountain Valley Splash, 8600 E.
Nace Ln. in Prescott Valley. Lifeguard classes will be offered in
April and May to certify lifeguard
candidates.

Town seeks sculpture
submissions for Art At the Center
The Town of Prescott Valley and
the Prescott Valley Arts & Culture
Commission are seeking artists to
submit durable, outdoor sculptures
for the Art at the Center exhibit.
Talented artists throughout the
southwest region are invited to
showcase work to be viewed by
more than 125,000 local Quad City
residents and nearly 50,000 annual
visitors to the Civic Center.
Application and exhibit is free
through this juried program. Artists must submit an application
with photos of their work and may
submit up to five sculptures for
consideration. Applications and
more information are available
online at http://pvaz.net/309/Artat-the-Center-Exhibit or by calling
928-759-3090.

Pitch Hit & Run™!
Join the Prescott Valley Parks &
Recreation Department in partnership
with the Boys and Girls Club of Central Arizona for the return of the Pitch
Hit & Run™ event on Saturday, April
21st at the Mountain Valley Park 4plex.
Registration will begin at 10 a.m. and
the event is scheduled to start at 11 a.m.
Please note: All participants must
bring a copy of their birth certificate
and have their parent or guardian fill
out a registration/waiver form prior to
the start of the competition.
Pitch Hit & Run™ is the official
skills competition of Major League
Baseball®. This grassroots program is
designed to provide youngsters with an
opportunity to compete, free of charge,
in a competition that recognizes individual excellence in core baseball/softball skills.
Boys and girls are divided into
four age divisions: 7/8, 9/10, 11/12,
13/14, and have the chance to advance
through four levels of competition, including Team Championships at Major
League ballparks and the National Finals during the 2018 MLB™ All-Star
Week®.
The individual pitching, hitting and
running champions, along with the allaround champion in each division age
group at the local competition will be
awarded and advance to the sectional
level of competition.

Summer 2018 COED Adult
Kickball League
Join the PV Parks & Recreation
Department for an Adult Kickball
League for individuals 15 years and
older!
Registration will open on April 8th
and will end on May 20th.
The league will guarantee eight
games and a single elimination tournament. All games will be played from
12 - 5 p.m. on Sundays starting June
3rd at Mountain Valley Park 4plex.
This is a COED league only. A minimum of 10 players, five men and five
women are needed in order to register.
Each team can have a maximum of 15
players. A minimum of four teams is
needed for the league to take place.
There is a team fee of $150 and it
must be collected at the time of registration. Team fees cover the cost of
field use, umpires, balls and other necessary equipment.
There will be a mandatory manager’s meeting Thursday, May 31st from
7 p.m. to 8 p.m. in room 331 of the
Civic Center. The team captain or a
member of each registered team must
be in attendance in order to participate.
For information on these events,
programs, sport leagues or special
events visit www.pvaz.net or call the
Parks and Recreation Department at
928-759-3090.

PV celebrates 12 years as a Tree City USA community
For many of us, winter brings eager anticipation of
springtime, when we can tend and plant new life. Every
year, community members renew their commitment to
planting trees for all the benefits they bring to our homes,
our world, and to humankind.
One important way we carry out our shared mission of
inspiring people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees is by
making the altruistic act of planting trees remarkably affordable. This happens annually at the town’s Arbor Day
Celebration (usually the last Friday of April) where several
trees are planted and 500 sapling are handed out to the hundreds in attendance learning about the value of trees and
how to care for them.
Generous support to the Friends of Prescott Valley Parks
and Recreation, a local non-profit 501c3 organization,
makes it possible for us do this along with numerous im-

provement to our parks and recreation system. Consider your support of the Parks and Recreation Department
through a tax deductible contribution to the Friends via the
adopt-a-tree or memorial tree programs that aide growing
our community’s tree canopy.
In addition, we invite you to explore local tree nurseries.
They will help you to select and plant trees that will do well
in our climate.
Thank you for your help in growing and supporting
Prescott Valley as we celebrate 12 consecutive years as a
Tree City USA Community. For more information on Tree
City USA, Arbor Day, “The Friends,” or our many programs please contact the Parks and Recreation Department
at (928) 759-3090 or parks@pvaz.net. Your passion helps
make it possible to inspire our neighbors to become tree
planters too!
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Just in case - roads crews get training on snow plow simulator
When the Arizona Department of Transportation
put on a snow event class and snow plow simulator training in Prescott Valley recently, the Town’s
Public Works crews were invited to attend, free of
charge.
PV Public Works Operations Manager Alex
Romero said the crews that operate the plows when
Prescott Valley gets snow learned a lot and enjoyed
the training.
“The training gives us perspective on what to look
out for. It’s similar to operating an airplane simulator
prior to flying a real one,” Romero said. “The guys
loved it. They took turns operating the simulator big
rig in a very snowy situation at night. They have to
be able to stay aware of all the issues that arise when
plowing, such as animals and cars that pull in front
of you. The class and simulator were good training
tools for this year’s snow events, even though we
don’t have any snow right now.”
Romero said ADOT conducts the classes throughout Arizona.
“The training is a good partnership between ADOT
and the Town to enhance public safety.” he said.

Town Public Works employee Dakota Collins takes his turn on the ADOT
snow plow simulator during a workshop in January. The simulator gave
employees a feel for what they might encounter while plowing snow for the
Town.

Been here awhile? We’re looking for
your stories and photos of PV’s past!

The Town of
Prescott Valley
has kicked off its
year-long 40th
Anniversary
celebration, and
there’s lots more
to come!
Working up to
our big Anniversary extravaganza in August, the
Town is looking
for
long-time
residents to tell
us your stories
of days gone by,
and to share pho- Prescott Valley’s Bum Bowl Super Bowl Sunday football game betos of Prescott tween Public Works and the Police Department was a short-lived
Valley’s
early Town event. The number of injuries caused its cancellation before it
could become an annual event!
years.
If you have
photos or videos to these photos through video or through intershare, you can scan and the year on social me- view, please call Heidi
email them to Commu- dia and displaying at 928-759-3123.
nications Coordinator them at our August
Check
out
the
Heidi Dahms Foster event.
Town’s Facebook page
at hfoster@pvaz.net,
If you would be at www.facebook.com/
or bring them in and willing to share some PrescottValley/ for the
we’ll scan them for stories from Prescott first of these short vidyou. We’ll be sharing Valley’s early years on eo histories!
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Extensive Glassford Hill
Road traffic study,
recommendations online

As Prescott Valley has grown,
the Glassford Hill Road corridor
has seen increased traffic counts
to average 25,000 vehicles per
day. Prescott Valley Town Council in 2017 approved a thorough
safety study review by a qualified
transportation professional to recommend safety enhancements. The
study is now complete.
View the entire study at: http://
www.pvaz.net/DocumentCenter/
View/5369
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